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Note: Study Groups are for signed up participants. Programs are open to ALL members.

Friday, May 18, 2018
Intermediate Study Group (for signed up participants) 6:00pm-7:15pm
Program: Dale Cochoy Tropical Demo 7:30pm
Dale Cochoy has been doing bonsai since 1978. He is both an accomplished bonsai artist 
and an award winning bonsai potter.

Saturday, May 19, 2018
Program: Dale Cochoy Bring Your Own Tree workshop 9:00am
This will be an intermediate to advanced workshop. NO raw or pre-bonsai trees. Trees for 
workshop should be either trees from a previous workshop or another quality tree in a fairly 
advanced stage. The point of the workshop will be to bring the tree to the next level. Cost of 
the workshop is $40. Sign up sheets will be available at the meetings. Full payment must be 
made at least one month before the workshop.

Friday, June 22, 2018
Intermediate Study Group (for signed up participants) 6:00pm-7:15pm
Program: Byron Myrick Designing and Creating Bonsai Pot demo 7:30pm
Byron Myrick has been a potter and teacher of pottery for many years, and a bonsai 
enthusiast for the past ten. His style for these vessels is traditional; in trying to keep with the 
tradition of bonsai pottery.

Saturday, June 23, 2018
Program: Byron Myrick Workshop Create Your Own Bonsai Pot 9:00am
Byron will assist workshop participants in creating their own custom bonsai pot. He will 
take the finished raw pots back with him to his studio and then ship the fired pots back to 
participants. Sign up sheets will be available at the meetings. Full payment must be made at 
least one month before the workshop. Cost of the workshop is $60.

Tuesday, July 10, 2018
Intermediate Study Group (for signed up participants) 6:00pm-7:15pm
Program: Johnny Martinez Competition 7:30pm
All members are asked to bring in their best trees (limit 2)

Meetings take place at the Marine Corps League Hall, 2708 Delaware St., Kenner, LA. For more information, 
articles and everything bonsai, check us out on our website at www.gnobs.org

he Beginner 
Course came 
to a conclusion 
last week. I 
want to thank 
Jim Osborne 

for volunteering to teach the 6 
week course. He did a great job 
and seemed to have a great group 
of motivated and hungry-to-
learn students. The first 5 weeks 
was presenting material and 
information with questions and 
discussion. Although each class 
was scheduled to go from 7:00 
to 8:30, they typically ran until 
9:00, when the staff was locking 
up for the night. The last class 
was a hands-on workshop, with 
each participant taking a piece of 
raw nursery stock and designing 
a bonsai from start to finish, 
including wiring and potting in 
a bonsai container. I assisted 
Jim and the students during the 
workshop and saw some very nice 
bonsai creations come out of it. 
Good job students! 
 I was fortunate enough 
to have David DeGroot teach 
my first bonsai course when I 
joined the club. He gave me a 
strong foundation to start me 
on my journey into the world of 
miniatures and I am confident that 
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TREE of the 
Month

NEWS & Events
Study Groups and Classes
Advanced Study Group Black Pine
(for signed up participants)
Contact randy for Date  - 9:00am-Noon
1816 Fairfax Ave, Metairie , LA 70003 
(Randy’s house)

Save the date!

GNOBS Annual Auction 
is scheduled for August 11. 
As you work on your spring repotting, consider 

items you can donate to the auction - so you can buy 

even better trees!

By: Erik Wigert

wigertsbonsai.com

I

Bougainvillea
 This month’s meeting will be a demonstration by Dale 
Cachoy.  He will be working on a large bougainvillea. If any of 
our members have a bougainvillea that they have worked on, I 
encourage you to bring it to display on a table at the May meeting.
 The bougainvillea is a flowering vine that comes in a large 
variety of brilliant colors and makes excellent bonsai. Don’t miss 

this opportunity to see a demonstration by a fabulous bonsai artist.

Randy Bennett
GNOBS President

SPECIES Spotlight

Chloroleucon tortum
Synonym: Pithecellobium tortum

was always drawn to this species since I first 
noticed the delicate compound leaves and 
interesting growth pattern it exhibits. The Brazilian 
Rain Tree is native to South America,more 
specifically Brazil. It is a tree that can grow to over 
15 feet tall, and spread over 18 feet in diameter. It 

has crooked stems and 
branches, thorns, and a 
peeling grayish bark. It 
has compound leaves 
with 3 pairs of bipinnate 
leaves. It has white 
flowers and corkscrew 
shaped seed pods.
 This species’ history 
as bonsai in the United 
States can be traced to 
the late Jim Moody of 
Jupiter Bonsai located on 
the East coast of Florida. 
His sister in law sent him 
seeds she collected while 
in Brasilia, Brazil. He 
planted the seeds and was 
lucky enough to have 5 
germinate. Not knowing 
then what he had the 
tree was originally 
misidentified as Samanea 
saman. Later the tree 
was correctly identified 
as Pithecellobium tortum. Jim grew the first of his raintrees for 7 
years in a small cascade bonsai pot styling it as an informal upright 
and getting to know the species. This specimen went on to become 
nationally recognized through Bonsai Today magazine and a book 
titled ‘Great American Bonsai’. The tree to this point had been 
solely trained by directional pruning; no wiring was used in the 
styling process. The unique features of this species such as the 
twisted trunk, exfoliating bark, and delicate compound leaves made 
it an ideal candidate for bonsai. Jim Moody began growing these 
trees from cuttings taken from his original tree. Today numerous 
nurseries and websites offer Brazilian Rain Trees for sale. Many of 
the ones in this country are descendants of Jim’s original tree.

Brazilian Raintree 
 As mentioned raintrees exhibit many exceptional qualities for 
bonsai. The tiny compound leaves will fold slightly shut at night, and 
during rain. The trunk, which begins fairly cylindrical as a young 
tree, will begin to contort and twist as it matures. Allen Carver, 
grandson of Jim Moody and current owner of Jupiter Bonsai, points 
out that the tree will ‘twist’ at the points branches exit the trunk. 
In a mature tree these ‘twists’ create a unique taper. The bark will 
also begin to exfoliate as it matures. Thorns growing on the trunk 
and primary branches may be removed and will not grow back in 
the same location. The new growth is very flexible when green and 
responds well to wiring. When trimming branches, cut back to just 
above a node to prevent die-back of the branch. Trees may be heavily 

pruned and will break back 
well with new growth on 
older branches. Repotting is 
best carried out during the 
warm summer months. You 
may prune roots extensively, 
however remember to balance 
this with pruning of the 
foliage and then keep the tree 
in a shady location for 7 to 
10 days. Raintrees prefer a 
well-draining soil; use a well 
balanced fertilizer year-round 
for optimal growth. They are 
relatively pest free; aphids 
will occasionally attack 
new growth, but are easily 
treated. They are susceptible 
to root nematodes, avoid 
placing your potted trees on 
the ground here in Florida as 
this can allow access for the 
nematodes. They can cause 

a weak, and sickly root system, 
and ultimately if untreated, death 

of the tree. Protect the trees in a greenhouse or by bringing it indoors 
in temperatures below 45 degrees. Raintrees may be grown as indoor 
bonsai if adequate lighting is provided.
 When I began to frequent Jupiter Bonsai several years ago I 
noticed a large raintree that was growing in the ground at the nursery. 
I was impressed by its height and mature look. This however could 
not have prepared me for the images a good friend sent me from his 
home in Brazil. As a bonsai artist in Brazil, Marcelo Martins has 
access to high quality material that many of us have only dreamed 
of. When I first showed some of the photos I received from him to 
Allen Carver he was blown away. He stated that he never imagined 
raintrees grew in such a way in their natural environment. He based 
this comment on his years of growing them at his nursery where 

typically they grow as single trunked, upright trees. These new 
photos displayed multi-trunked, and multi-branched, sprawling 
specimens of unbelievable size and shape. Trunks over 1 and 2 
feet in diameter! Numerous branches growing low and in perfect 
positions for bonsai. All had excellent movement and a weathered 
‘aged’ look. Marcelo collects these large trees and does an excellent 
job turning them into specimen bonsai. He has had his trees chosen 
several times in the JAL World Bonsai Contest. He was gracious 
enough to allow me to use photos of his specimens for this article. 
Marcelo’s photos show the diversity in which raintrees can be styled, 
from informal upright to cascade style and just about everything in 
between! Many of them as you can see bloom and seed as bonsai. 
Few will be as lucky to work on material such as this, however 
raintrees do mature quickly, and one can develop a very nice tree in a 
short period of time with proper care.
 In 1996 Pithecellobium tortum was reclassified as Chloroleucon 
tortum. There is a similar tree growing also in South America 
know as Chloroleucon tenuiflorum, however C. tortum has a 
smooth exfoliating bark, whereas C. tenuiflorum has a thick corky 
bark. There are few references to the change in nomenclature in 
bonsai publications or websites, however Chloroleucon tortum is 
the accepted name according to International Legume Database, 
Missouri Botanical Garden, and the New York Botanical Garden 
among others.
 I have noted that there seem to be 2 sub-species of raintrees 
grown today for bonsai. One has leaflets that are a bit larger, and a bit 
more ‘bright’ green. This tree also has longer internodes that don’t 
‘zigzag’ as much. Both exhibit the same smooth exfoliating bark. 
In growing raintrees at my nursery the past 5 years I have noticed 
that this second type roots from cuttings easier. Also Allen Carver 
notes, and I have observed as well, only this second type produces 
flowers in our nurseries. Allen states that his oldest original trees his 
grandfather grew have never bloomed. To the casual observer the 
differences are subtle, however side by side with close scrutiny you 
will notice a difference. Whether this is a second sub-species or just a 
random variant is yet to be determined.
 In conclusion I would urge all those who have not already done 
so, to add this exciting tropical to your bonsai collection!

References:
Barneby, R.C. 
& J.W. Grimes. 
1996. Silk tree, 
guanacaste, 
monkey’s earring: 
A generic systems 
for the synandrous 
Mimosaceae of the 
Americas. Memoirs 
of the New York 
Botanical Garden 
74(1):136-157

Special Thanks to:
David A. Neill, 
Curator Missouri 
Botanical Gardens
Allen Carver, 
Jupiter Bonsai
Marcelo Martins

Brazilian  Raintree Pre-Bonsai

Brazilian  Raintree styled by Erik Wigert

Erik Wigert Bougainvillea
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Shohin Bonsai

Members are always encouraged to bring any 
tree to meetings that they wish to discuss or 
about which they need advice.

QUICK Tips

Jim’s efforts will do the same for the students he taught. 
 Second, it is my hope that those of you who are participating in the 
Intermediate Study Group will find it beneficial as you delve deeper into 
how to train and care for your trees. So far, I have only seen trees brought by 
your mentors, Dawn Koetting and Dennis Burke. I encourage participants to 
start bringing some of the trees you are currently working on. It is only when 
you are able to sit down with others, discuss design and growing techniques 
that you will begin to grow as an artist, to see potential in your trees that you 
never saw before and begin to have the confidence to apply more advanced 
techniques to create better bonsai. 
 I want to thank Dawn and Dennis for giving their time and energy into 
helping our members grow in knowledge and in skill. To have a successful 
club, it takes members like Dawn and Dennis and Jim to step forward and 
share their wealth of knowledge and experience. 
 Third, as we begin to get a sense of direction and purpose with the 
Advanced Study Groups on Satsuki azaleas and Japanese black pine, I hope 
that the participants in those groups will let me know whether or not the 
sessions are meeting your needs. One of the more important aspects of these 
groups is to bring the same tree or trees each time, so that we can assess the 
progress and development of the trees. One of the great things about the 
Advanced Study Groups is that all the participants have years of experience 
under their belts and everyone has a variety of ideas and perspectives to 
share on one another’s trees. 

Keep striving for excellence.
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Randy Bennett
GNOBS President

STYLE Focus

Article courtesy of wigertsbonsai.com
by Mike Lane

Shohin Bonsai Keypoints

What are Shohin bonsai:
n Shohin bonsai are typically under 10 inches from the soil to the top 

of the tree.
n Mame bonsai, a sub-category of shohin, are bonsai under 4 inches 

from the soil to the top of the tree.
n More about feel. Trees should be physically small and express the 

feeling of a small bonsai.
n Shohin focus more on seasonal beauty (flowering, fruiting, and 

colorful trees) as well as harmony, subtlety, and balance.
n Shohin are freer, and more abstract, than larger bonsai but a natural 

feeling is still important.

Shohin history:
n Mention of potted trees in china dates back to at least 206 B.C.
n These potted trees made their way to Japan somewhere between 

1180-1333 A.D. and thus bonsai was born in Japan.
n Though the art of shohin bonsai dates back roughly a hundred and 

fifty years, popular interest in shohin didn’t begin until 1968.
n Interest in shohin made its way to the west shortly thereafter in the 

1970’s.
n Today shohin bonsai are extremely popular and offer several 

benefits over larger trees.
 
Shohin Pros:
n Take up less space
n Are easier to move and transport
n Development is faster
n Younger material may be used convincingly
n Less apt to be overwatered

Shohin Cons:
n Arguably lacks the impact of larger trees
n Special horticultural considerations
n Much more delicate and unforgiving
n Less room for error
n Often compromises must be made due to small size – such as branch 

placement

Material:
n Air Layer’s
n Cuttings
n Small/young nursery stock
n Larger trees that may lack taper or interest higher in the tree
n Species with small leaves
n Species that ramify well with fine branching and twigging.
n Tropicals are ideal as they tolerate hard pruning.

Tips for creating convincing Shohin:
n Shohin have fewer branches so proper selection of the branches is 

important.
n Typically, a strong taper ratio in both trunks and branches is desired.

n Informal, and semi-cascade 
are styles that are most 
common and compliment 
the shohin feel.

n “Clump” style shohin and 
even small forests can 
be made into convincing 
shohin.

n Nebari is not AS 
important in shohin, and 
may be little more than a 
small flare at the base.

Shohin Containers:
n As in all bonsai, drainage is most important in selecting a container.
n Shohin pots can be a lot more expressive and colorful, but care 

should be taken not to overpower the tree
n Pot should be in harmony with the tree and composition as a whole.
n Special horticultural considerations should be made due to the small 

soil mass. Ex. Placing into tray of sand, or keeping in the shade.

Shohin Display:
n Displayed in compositions of two or more trees
n Often a formal, less eccentric tree sits at the top of the display. 
n Typically a pine or juniper
n Trees should be all different species varying color, texture and 

shape.
n Pots should also vary in color, shape, and design.
n Display should have a “Flow” or Rhythm. Typically the flow is 

circular and continuous

Dawn Koetting with one of her 
Shohin trees

How to get a thicker 
branch on a ficus
by Jerry Meislik

In order to get a thicker branch on a bonsai fig it would mean getting the 
branch to grow faster and have more leaves than other branches on the 
tree. Another way is to fuse 
several branches together to 
achieve greater thickness.

The three 
branches 
were fused 
into one and 
created a 
branch that 
is heavy 
enough for 
this trunk.

The red circle shows 
three small branches that 
are coming out of nearly 
the same spot on this tree

Editor’s Note: To fuse ficus branches, wrap the branches 
together tightly with Vet wrap, florists tape etc. Alllow them to 
grow freely. They will eventually fuse together. This technique 
may also be used to fuse multiple small ficus trunks together 
into one large trunk.
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for a friendly competition. All members present will get 3 
votes for their favorite trees. The 3 trees with the most votes 
will be displayed at the Auction. Auction attendees will vote 
for their favorite tree from the 3 for the Johnny Martinez 
award. We ask that you not bring in a tree from a workshop 
done in the past year. Even if you are a beginner, we would 
very much like to see your best tree. Some of our most 
experienced members will provide a constructive critique.

Saturday, July 14, 2018
Program: Adam Lavigne Bring Your Own Tree workshop 
9:00am
This will be a beginner through advanced workshop. 
You may bring raw material or established bonsai. For 
anyone unfamiliar with Adam, check out his website http://
adamaskwhy.wordpress.com
Based in Florida, tropicals would be considered his specialty, 
but he also has experience with a large number of other bonsai 
species. Cost of the workshop is $40. Sign up sheets will be 
available at the meetings. Full payment must be made at least 
one month before the workshop.


