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Note: Study Groups are for signed up participants. Programs are open to ALL members.

Saturday, August 11, 2018
Annual GNOBS Auction
Auction Setup and Donations Accepted – 12 Noon – 4:00pm
Viewing of trees and other auction items – 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Auction – 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Get your donations ready! Now is the time to go through that overcrowded bench and decide 
which of your trees should go to the auction for a new home. All donations contribute to 
the operating budget of the club and we hope to bring you even better programs next year. 
Besides, you’ll need the space for the fabulous new bonsai that you just can’t live without 
and bring home from the auction. The club accepts bonsai, pre-bonsai, nursery stock and 
rooted cuttings (for the bargain table), bonsai pots, books and tools and anything else bonsai 
related. Huge selection of bonsai, starter material and pots for every budget from the novice 
to dedicated enthusiast. FREE and open to the public.

Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Intermediate Study Group (for signed up participants) 6:00pm-7:15pm
Program: Japanese Maples 7:30pm
Randy Bennett, our club President and one of our most experienced members, will do a 
presentation on Japanese Maples. Japanese Maples can be somewhat challenging in our area. 
Randy will discuss the varieties most suitable for our climate as well as care and styling.

Tuesday, October 9, 2018
Intermediate Study Group (for signed up participants) 6:00pm-7:15pm
Program: Open Workshop with guidance by veteran members 7:30pm
Program: Halloween Ugly Tree contest 7:30pm
For our open workshop, we will have four experienced members stationed at tables around 
the hall. Please bring any tree you would like to work on and join one of the members who 
can provide styling advice and information.
For the Ugly Tree Contest – just for fun, bring in your ugliest tree. The winner will be 
awarded a bag of Halloween candy!

Meetings take place at the Marine Corps League Hall, 2708 Delaware St., Kenner, LA. For more information, 
articles and everything bonsai, check us out on our website at www.gnobs.org

It is time for the GNOBS Annual 
Auction! What a great time we are 
going to have this year. We have 
tons of material, from raw nursery 
stock to finished bonsai. We have 
starter plants, books, tools, pots – 
you name it. If it relates to bonsai, 
we will have it up for auction to 
the highest bidder. 
 So go through your benches 
– it’s time to get rid of some of 
that material that just doesn’t 
excite you anymore and donate 
it to the auction. And then get 
ready to replace it with some truly 
outstanding pieces. This year, we 
will probably have more material 
already in bonsai pots than ever 
before and consisting of a wide 
range of species. For example: 
gardenias, junipers, Kingsville 
boxwoods, azaleas, Japanese 
maples, podocarpus, serissa, 
smoke tree, Brazilian rain tree, 
Fukien tea, etc., etc., etc.
 We’ll have plenty of snacks 
and drinks for everyone. So come 
a little early and start writing 
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“GOING ONCE… 
GOING TWICE…  
SOLD!”



BONSAI Basics

By Randy Bennett

O
ftentimes you collect or obtain a tree that has
problems with the rootage. There are several 
ways to correct rootage depending on the 
problem. A common problem I encounter when 
collecting trees from the wild are one sided 
roots and large roots with very few fibrous 
roots. The following is an example of one 

technique I have often used to correct these problems. The tree 
I use in this example is a collected Acer rubrum with a 3” base. 
It was growing in almost pure sand and the roots went deep. 
There were two large surface roots growing directly opposite of 
each other on the trunk giving the case a very two dimensional 
appearance (see Figures l & 2). I could have just cut off the tap 
root and hoped the tree survived with the few hair roots that were 
there, but why risk the tree? Additionally, the two side roots 
lacked any substantial secondary roots. The tree was collected 
with as much of the roots as possible, including the tap root. 
In addition to anchoring the tree, the tap root is used for food 
storage, so it was kept to enable the tree to survive. Two things 
were done. First, the bark was cut and peeled from the three main 
roots in the same way you would if producing an air-layer. This 
technique forced a new root system to develop closer to the base 
of the tree.
 Second, using a wood gouge, pockets were carved into the 
base of the tree (see Figure 3). This technique allowed me to 
develop new roots laterally around the trunk at points which 
enhanced the design and structure of the surface rootage.

NOTE: Before carving into the trunk, l had to decide where I 
wanted roots to develop and how high or low on the trunk to 
begin the development.  Remember, years from now those roots 
will have grown and with proper pruning of the main roots will 
have caught up to them in size.

 Rooting hormone was placed in the gouged areas and on the 
cambium tissue where the bark had been removed from the roots.  
The tree was potted in a 50/50 mixture of haydite and pine bark 
mulch to about one inch above the gouged areas on the trunk. 
Sphagnum moss was placed on top of the soil during the first 
growing season to ensure that the roots growing laterally and 
did not dry out. One year later sufficient roots had developed so 
that the large root sections below the layered portions could be 
removed (see Figure 4).
 At this point, I examined the roots growing laterally from the 
gouges made in the trunk. (They need to be at least 1/8th inch in 

Correcting 
Faulty Rootage

TECHNIQUE Tips
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diameter before using the next procedure). I gently washed all the 
soil from the roots and gathered together the roots growing from 
each gouged area (which by now has healed and callused over). 
I tied them tightly together as close to the trunk as possible using 
raffia and wrapped the root bundle (see Figure 5).

`I repotted the tree completely burying the lateral root bundles. As 
the root bundles grew, they fused together forming a single large 
root. This enabled the lateral roots I created to catch up to the 
existing roots in a much shorter span of time (see Figure 6). I have 
used this technique and variations of it successfully on a variety of 
species
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Soil level is gradually 
brought back to it’s 
original position 
exposing the new roots

Bonsai, being miniature trees, planted in small trays or contain ers, need 
food in order to grow and bloom successfully. Al though small quantities 
of nutri ents are available naturally in the air, soil, and water, supplemental 
fertilizing is necessary if you want your bonsai to perform their best. The 
natural nutrients of oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon are ab sorbed through 
the leaves while other nutrients are absorbed through root system. 
 The soil offers nutrients in three major groups: primary elements, 
secondary elements, and trace ele ments. All are equally important to the 
bonsai plant. Fertilizers contain the three elements of the primary elements 
group: nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Ni trogen promotes stem and 
leaf growth and deep green color and stimulates early spring growth. 
Phosphorus encourages root growth and flower production. Potassium 
helps regulate the me tabolism of the plant and contrib utes to hardiness, 
vigor, good flower color, and disease resis tance. A fertilizer containing all 
three primary elements is consid ered to be “complete”. 
 Because trees differ in their nutri tional needs, fertilizers come in 
differing proportions of these three elements. A typical formu lation is 
15-30-15, containing 15 percent nitrogen, 30 percent phosphorus and 
15 percent potas sium with the remaining 40 per cent consisting of inert 
material that helps distribute these ele ments evenly. These percentages 
always appear in the same order on product labels. An example of this 
formulation is Stern’s Miracle-Gro Plant Food. Two other common 
formulation are 30-10-10 (Stern’s Miracid) and 18-6-12 (Oscomote Time 
Re lease Outdoor and Indoor Plant Food).
 You hear fertilizers referred to as organic or inorganic. There is 
no difference between the ele ments in organic and inorganic fertilizers. 
Organic fertilizers may be either natural or syn thetic. Natural organic 
fertiliz ers, such as bonemeal, cottonseed meal, and fish emul sion, are by-
products of animal or vegetable processing. Syn thetic organic fertilizers 
such as IBDU (isobutylidence diurea) and sulfur-coated urea, are 
manufactured from organic ma terials by more elaborate meth ods. Organic 
fertilizers of both types take the form of particles, granules, powders or 
liquids. 
 Inorganic fertilizers are synthetic products containing no organic 
materials. these fertilizers are solids in their pure form but are often sold in 
solution . 
 Although both organic and inor ganic fertilizers supply trees with 
the same nutrients, each has its particular advantages and disad vantages. 
Inorganic fertilizers are highly water soluble and re lease nutrients to the 
trees quickly, but they leach through the soil rapidly and must be applied 
more often than organic fertilizers. Be cause they are very concentrated, 
they may burn the tree roots if not mixed properly. 
 Natural organic fertilizers are bulky and many do not contain as high 
a concentration of nutrients as inorganic or synthetic organic fer tilizers. 
Because most do not have the right proportions of nutrients on their 
own, they have to be combined with other fertilizers. On the plus side, 
organic fertilizers are slower to leach from the soil, and they improve soil 
structure, encourage the buildup of benefi cial soil organisms, and leave no 
residue of chemical salts. 
 Both organic and inorganic fertil izers are available in dry or liquid 

Fertilizing
By Johnny Martinez 

Reprinted from a previous newsletter
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SPECIES Spotlight

Florida Privet
Forestiera segregate
by Erik Wigert wigertsbonsai.com

Native Material for Tropical Bonsai

rivets are all members of the 
olive family. These plants 
have opposite leaves, and 
grow as shrubs or small 
trees. There are over 500 
species included in the 
Olive family, with about 

twenty species found in Florida. The privets 
that are more well known in the landscape 
belong to the genus Ligustrum,which means 
“privet-like” in Latin. There are eleven species 
and one hybrid of Ligustrum that grow in the 
southeastern US, with over 22 named cultivated 
varieties. Common varieties of Ligustrums 
found in our area are the Chinese Ligustrum 
(L. sinense), and the Wax Leaf or Japanese 
Ligustrum (L. japonicum). Both are used quite 
frequently as hedge plants here in Southwest 
Florida.
 Another group of privets includes the 
Florida natives which belong to the genus Forestiera. Four species 
are known in Florida- three of which are found in North Florida, 
but there is one that grows in the lower half of the state as well. 
Forestiera segregate is best known as Florida Privet, but may also 
be called Wild Olive or Ink-bush in some references. Florida Privet 
is a common plant found in coastal areas, and is well adapted to salt 
spray, occasional flooding and alkaline soil conditions. It has small 
oval leaves that measure less than 2″ to 4″ in length. The plant can 
grow to a width of six to ten feet, and can grow upwards to 10 to 

15 feet in height, with an 
upright oval, vase shape. It 
adapts well to hedge pruning 
and is quite frequently 
recommended by the 
extension service as a species 
for planting in areas of poor 
drainage or soil quality.
 The plant is described 
as semi-evergreen, so 
expect a natural thinning 
of foliage in January and 
February. New leaves come 
in the spring occurs after 
Florida Privet flowers. The 
flowers are small yellow/
green in color. This plant 

is deciduous, so only the female plants will produce the small blue 
to purple colored berries. The seeds will grow into new plants quite 
readily. The plant can also be produced from cuttings. It is listed as 
tolerant on USDA Zones 8B to 11. So it will take cold temperatures, 
USDA states frost is not a problem with this species.
 I have been using Florida Privet as bonsai for about 10 years. 
My first one was a small plant purchased at another bonsai nursery. It 
developed into a nice shohin sized bonsai after a few years of training. 
I began to grow this species from cuttings taken off that original plant. 
It wasn’t until some years later that I began to collect some larger 

specimens. In my experience they handle root pruning 
quite well in spring through summer months, (temps 
above 50 degrees at night). I will bare root and plant in 
a well draining mix of Lava Rock, Turface, and Pine 
Bark.
 Plants are kept in the shade till they push new 
growth, usually 2 weeks. Repot every 1 to 3 years 
depending on pot size. I grow Fl. Privet in full sun and 
they do very well year round. I do protect my bonsai 
from temperatures below 38 despite the claim that they 
are cold hardy, however the nursery stock is exposed 
to many nights with temperatures around freezing and 
I have not had any loss. I prune and wire this species 
year round.
 Branches are very flexible and in some cases require 
several wirings to retain the desired position. Allowing 
the wire to cut into the branch slightly will help speed 
the process. Trees can be cut back hard to develop an 
initial shape and bud back well on old wood. Leaves 
reduce well when pruned as bonsai and in most cases 

will maintain a size smaller then ½ inch. I use a well balanced time 
release fertilizer year round. I have not had many problems with 
pests on Florida Privet, but 
I have treated them with 
various pesticides without 
any problems. The trunks of 
many of the larger collected 
trees have been colonized by 
various species of ants. After 
a pesticide drench, softer 
wood can be carved away and 
the rest can be treated with 
wood hardener. Most of the 
larger collected trees have 
multiple trunks, excess trunks 
can be removed or carved to 
create deadwood. Wounds 
are slow to callous over so 
wherever possible place large 
cuts to the rear or carve as deadwood to enhance the look. They will 
continue to try to produce new shoots at the base of the tree but these 
are easily removed when they occur. When they flower and fruit they 
are quite attractive. To guarantee fruiting select a tree when it is in 
fruit. Kept as bonsai they will flower and fruit close inside the canopy 
so you can enjoy it.

P

A Florida Privet in progress by 
Adam Lavigne

A Florida Privet by Erik Wigert

A pre-bonsai Florida Privet

Adam Lavigne 
Workshop
Adam Lavigne, noted Florida expert, conducted a “Bring Your Own 
Tree” workshop  for GNOBS on Saturday, July 14. The workshop 
was well attended by participants and observers. I was particularly 
impressed with the detailed information and explanations he 
imparted to some of our newer members. Because participants 
brought multiple different species, everyone was able to aquire 
knowledge on a wide range of trees.



NEWS & 
Events
Save the date!

GNOBS Annual Auction 
is scheduled for August 11. 
As you work on your trees, consider items you can donate to 
the auction - so you can buy even better trees!

Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society
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New Orleans, LA 70185
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down the numbers of the items you want to bid on. We promise a 
great time!
 And for those of you who may not be aware, the proceeds from 
the auction give us the funds to bring in bonsai artists from around 
the country for the upcoming year. And we already have a great 
line-up shaping up for 2019. We are working on scheduling David 
DeGroot in January. We are planning on having a program where 
David looks at 4-5 pieces of raw nursery stock, talks about the pros 
and cons of each piece and then styles one of the five. 
 We are also fortunate to have Brussel Martin, of Brussel’s 
Bonsai Nursery, returning in March, to provide a lecture demo on 
creating bunjin Japanese Black Pine, to be followed by a workshop 
the next day where participants will develop their own bunjin 
Japanese Black Pine bonsai from material he will bring from his 
nursery.

SEE YOU AT THE AUCTION!
 
TIPS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST
1. Continue withholding fertilizer from most trees. The exception 
to this is tropical which will continue to actively grow during the 
hottest months. The heat of summer causes most species to go into a 
summer dormancy, so give your trees the rest they deserve.
2. We are continuing with our pattern of daily afternoon showers. 
Remember, If you have a tree ( such as a pine) that is more sensitive 
to stress from overwatering and apt to get root rot, put a wedge or 
block under one end of the pot to prevent water from collecting and 
just sitting in the bottom of the pot, particularly with larger, more 
shallow pots. 
3. If you have any red-leafed Japanese maples, their leaves will, at 
worst, look slightly burned and at best have turned a greenish-bronze 
color. Do not stress – that is normal for our climate. Just be sure and 
place them in full shade until late September or October.
4. Be sure and check your trees daily. Stick your finger down into 
the soil in a corner of each pot to feel for moisture. Trees in smaller 
pots will dry out faster than those in larger pots and if we go a couple 
of days without the typical afternoon shower, you may need to water 
more frequently.
5. Check for fungus on elms and crepe myrtles especially and treat 
accordingly
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Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Intermediate Study Group (for signed up participants) 
6:00pm-7:15pm
Program: Repotting 7:30pm
Randy Bennett, our club President

Tuesday, November 13, 2018
August 14, September 18, October 16, November 20
Dawn Koetting, winner of Vaughn Banting and Johnny 
Martinez awards, will do a presentation on all aspects of 
repotting.

Fertilizer cont. from pg 3

forms. Dry fertilizers should be worked into the soil and are spread to 
the roots by watering. Liquid fertilizers are added to wa ter and usually 
applied to the roots. 
 Whatever fertilizer you use, al ways follow exactly the directions and 
proportions given on the product label.
Editors Note: As we prepare to present the Johnny Martinez award, I 
thought it appropriate to publish one of his old articles.
There are as many opinions on the best fertilizer as there are on soil. 
Many members use a mix of various types. Others will only use organic. 
Many advise mixing fertilizer at 1/2 rate to avoid any possibility of burn. 
You should, at the least, water before you fertilize. One quick tip: both 
Dawn and Randy buy emty teabags and fill with organic fertilizers and 
place these on the surface of their bonsai so everytime you water, the 
fertilizer slowly leaches in.


