
FROM THE
President

t is good to 
see things 
have dra-
matically 
improved 
from a year 

ago. We had to cancel several 
meeting last year starting with 
the Brussel meeting and work-
shop due to health concerns for 
all. We started back up with the 
July meeting and now we have 
come back with a full calendar 
year finally. It was great to have 
Brussel Martin back after over 
a very uncertain year. It does 
seem like things are getting 
back to normal finally. We had 
a great turn out for the Brussel 
meeting and I know the work-
shop was very sought after. Just 
a few reminders for the mem-
bers that took the workshop: 
don’t repot till next year and 
when you do don’t bare root, 
change only about 1/3 of the 
old soil with new bonsai soil. It 
should take several re pottings 
to get it into full bonsai soil. 
The very organic soil the pines 
have been grown in is ok for 
temporary growing. However 
over years of growing they 
really need to be in a free flow-
ing mix to prevent root rot and 
enhance gas exchange. I know 
everyone has their own soil they 
like to use. I have found that 
growing Japanese black pines 
here benefit from very little to 
no organic component in the 
soil media. I do use organic 
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Meetings take place at the Marine Corps League Hall, 2708 Delaware St., Kenner, LA. For more information, 
articles and everything bonsai, check us out on our website at www.gnobs.org

Attendees will be NO LONGER be required to wear a mask 
(unless Louisiana at some point reinstitutes the statewide mask mandate).

Tuesday, May 11, 2021
Program: Flowering and Fruiting species by Dawn Koetting and Randy Bennett 
7:00pm
Dawn and Randy will lecture on various flowering species (azalea, gardenia, 
camellia etc). Bring in a flowering or fruiting tree for display and questions.

Friday, June 25, 2021
Program: Jason Osborne Premna Demonstration 7:00pm
Jason has been regularly teaching classes and writing articles for Wigert’s Bonsai 
in Florida since 2008. His current favorite species are Premna and Black Pine. He 
specializes in tropicals such as buttonwood and various ficus. Jason will demo a 
Premna - a resilient, fast growing tropical with small leaves.
Bonus: Jason will also be bringing some assorted tropicals for sale.

Saturday, June 26, 2021
Program: Johnny Martinez Competition 7:00pm
Jason Osborne will conduct a Saturday morning 
premna workshop. Premna is a tropical used 
frequently in Thailand and the Philippines. It is a 
fast grower with naturally small leaves that also 
reduce well. Cost of the workshop is $110. Sign 
up sheet will be available at the next meeting.

Tuesday, July 13, 2021
Program: Johnny Martinez Competition 7:00pm
All members (including beginners) are asked to bring in their best trees (limit 2) for 
a friendly competition. All members present will get 3 votes for their favorite trees. 
The 3 trees with the most votes will be displayed at the Auction. Auction attendees 
will vote for their favorite tree from the 3 for the Johnny Martinez award. We ask 
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Save the Date!

GNOBS Auction 
has been confirmed for 

August 14



BONSAI Techniques
Bridge Grafting in Bonsai

he focus of this article is to explain bridge 
grafting and its’ application in bonsai. 
Bridge grafting is a topic that is not often 
discussed in bonsai circles simply because 
the need to use it does not frequently occur. 
It is a technique that is typically used on 

large, collected trees which have been stump-cut. The case in 
point is a bald cypress.
 I recently visited Jim Osborne at his home and after 
solving all the worlds’ problems, we started talking about 
bonsai.  Actually, we talked about bonsai and then solved all 
the worlds’ problems. After all, you have to establish priorities. 
Anyway, at one point, we were talking about a large bald 
cypress that I helped Jim collect last year. 
 Although I didn’t measure the base, I would estimate it 
at about 12 to 14 inches across. After collecting the piece, we 
took it to my house and used a chainsaw to cut the root base 
flat. Bald cypress collected from the swamp have a copious 
number of small roots growing close to the trunk, which makes 
that type of cut possible without any fear that the tree will 
survive the procedure. Jim planted the stump in a 36 inch Mica 
pot and allowed it to grow freely during the 2020 growing 
season. 
 Our discussion on this tree centered around next steps 
in the design process. Jim’s plan is to develop the tree into a 
traditional formal upright bonsai, creating taper by allowing a 
new apical shoot to grow freely for the next couple of years, 
cut it back and repeat that process until good taper is achieved. 
His plan will put the finished height at about 48 inches. Among 
the growth patterns of bald cypress, this design is referred to as 
an “Immature Blunt and Fluted Variant”. This will be a very 
powerful-looking bonsai in about five or six years.  
 

The photo above is a bald cypress from Weigert’s Nursery 
trained in the Immature Blunt and Fluted Variant Design

 This year, Jim’s plan is to select the primary branches from 
which he will develop the structure of the tree. By allowing the 
tree to grow freely last year, he has plenty of branches from 
which to choose.
 Once he makes his selections, his plan is to remove all 
the remaining branches and force this years’ growth into the 
primary branches and the new apex. One of the more important 
tasks he will focus on this year is the pruning back of all the 
branches below the apical shoot with the exception of the first, 
second and third primary branches. 
 The reason for this is that bald cypress, being a top-
dominant species, sends its energy and growth to the topmost 
portion of the tree. This causes the upper branches to grow 
and thicken quickly at the expense of the lower branches. And 
to create a believable design, he will need the lowest branch 
to be the thickest with all other primary branches gradually 
decreasing in thickness as one visually ascends the tree to the 
apex.
 When collecting such a large stump-cut tree, you are often 
going to have a rather large cut to try and overcome in the 
years ahead. On Jim’s tree, that cut is about three inches across 
and about six inches high. The callous tissue was already 
rolling nicely across the cut and will take three to four years to 
completely cover the wound.  

 
Guy Guidry and his stump cut bald cypress “Twister” styled 
in the ‘Immature Blunt and Fluted Variant’ design.

 Usually, hiding cut scars is not difficult. They are usually 
manageable in size and are on the back of the tree. However, 
when they are large it becomes a bigger problem. The 
biggest being that callous tissue has no adventitious buds and 
therefore, no ability to have a branch in that area. This can 
create a ‘bald spot’ in the design of the tree and it becomes a 
feature that is more difficult to hide or disguise. This prompted 
a discussion between Jim and I on bridge grafting and the 
possibility of using that technique on his tree. And since I 
don’t recall anyone ever writing about bridge grafting in the 
newsletter, I thought it might be a worthy topic to share with 
everyone. 
 Bridge grafting was developed by arborists and tree 
surgeons as a means to save trees whose trunks had been 
badly damaged – most typically on fruit trees whose trunks get 
damaged by mice during the winter months.
 

 

The photo above shows a newly applied bridge graft to 
help save a historic tree.

 The typical bridge graft involves cutting wedges in 
the living portions of the bark above and below the 
damaged portion on the trunk of the tree and aligning 
the cambium tissue between the tree and scion(s) that 
form a ‘bridge’ between the two living portions of the 
trunk. The 
areas are 

then sealed to 
keep out air and 
moisture. Once 
the scions have 
successfully been 
grafted to the 
trunk, vascular 
tissue and the 
flow of water 
and nutrients can 
be restored to 
the areas below 
and above the 
damaged area. 
This maintains 
the health of 
the roots on the 
damaged side and 
prevents the dead 
portion from spreading and eventually killing the tree.

The photo below shows a tree that was saved by successfully 
using bridge grafts to restore the damaged trunk.

By Randy Bennett
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  A similar application can be used in bonsai but for a 
completely different purpose. For our application the bridge 
graft will actually be a cross between a bridge graft and an 
inarch graft for the sole purpose of having a branch or branches 
where there would normally only be callous tissue. Moreover, 
this technique is simple and easy to implement – even for 
individuals with little or no experience with grafting. 
 Cutting scions and successfully aligning the cambium 
tissue to the stock tree is both daunting and unnecessary for 
our purposes. And the average bonsai enthusiast would have 
many more failures than successes. The easiest and sure-fire 
method is as follows:

1. You need to have at least a years’ growth of callous tissue 
along the edges of the cut.
2. At the end of January, after the first full growing season, 
you need a nearby young shoot that is flexible and about a foot 
in length or longer, depending on the size of the wound. The 
shoot needs to be long enough to ensure that there are several 
inches that will extend above the top edge of the callous tissue.
 

Newly collected cypress stump      After one year of growth
    
3. Cut a groove in the callous tissue at the very bottom and 
top of the cut. Make sure that the groove is not too big. The 
live shoot, that is still attached to the tree, needs to fit snugly 
into the groove, both at the bottom and the top. In addition, 
you need to ensure that the shoot is able to be embedded fully 
into the groove.
4. Place the shoot in the bottom groove first and secure 
it below the groove using raffia or grafting tape. This is to 
prevent the shoot from moving.
5. Next, place the shoot in the top groove and secure it both 
below and above the groove with more raffia or tape.
6. Make sure that there are several inches of the shoot 
extending up above the top edge of the callous tissue.
7. Seal the two areas with cut paste to keep out air and 
moisture.  
 

8. In spring 
the shoot will 
sprout along 
with all the 
other shoots. 
Because 
it is near 
the cut and 
being grafted 
vertically, 
it will grow 
vigorously. 
9. When you 
see swelling 
in the areas 
where the 
two grafts 
were created, 

you can be certain that the grafts have taken. This will usually 
occur during a single growing season with bald cypress, since 
shoots will typically grow several feet a year when allowed to 
grow freely.
10. During late January, after the second season of growth, the 
shoot that was grafted and has now formed a ‘bridge’ between 
the top and bottom of the callous tissue, can now be separated 
from the ‘bridge’.
11. Remove that part of the shoot that extends above the top of 
the callous tissue along with that part of the shoot that extends 
below the bottom at the lowest portion of the callous tissue.
12. The shoot that was used to create the bridge graft can now 
be wired and used in the design or removed if not needed; now 
that it has served its purpose.
13. The portion of the shoot that is now grafted to the top and 
bottom of the callous tissue has many buds that can be used 
to form one or mor branches where before, only callous tissue 
would be. In fact, knowing bald cypress, you may already have 
young branch shoots that have formed along the graft.
14. The bridge graft will eventually be incorporated into the 
callous tissue as the wound heals during the next few years, 
but you will now have a branch or branches where none would 
have existed.
 
 While I have described 
this technique using bald 
cypress, it can just as easily 
be applied to any species 
that forms thick callous 
tissue.
 This technique is not 
one that you will use very 
often, but it is always good 
to have as many tools in 
your toolbox as possible, 
since you never know when 
you have need of them. 
Having the right tool for 
the right situation is always 
best. 

Bonsai Auction
August 14, 2021

Viewing of trees prior to auction: 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Auction 6:00pm – 9:00pm

Marine Corps League Hall
2708 Delaware St, Kenner LA 70062

(near Williams Blvd & Veterans Blvd)

The Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society 
Annual

(Free and Open to the Public)

n	 Quality, developed 
bonsai

n	 Featured bonsai 
designed by nationally 
known bonsai masters 

n	 Starter material

n	 Pots and supplies

n	 Bonsai for every budget 
from the novice to the 
dedicated enthusiast

n	 Bargain table

Join us for great bonsai and a great time!  gnobs.org  facebook.com/NewOrleansBonsai

Light Refreshments



ouble trunk style is composed of two trunks 
sharing the same root system. The double 
trunk style is commonly found in nature and 
may occur naturally from a side sprout or 
seedling from the ‘father tree’. Many times 
this style starts out as a Twin tree style – 

Soju, and over time the two trees eventually grow together 
forming a Double trunk style. These two styles are the only 
acceptable plantings using two trees in a single pot.

Basic design considerations:

The general rules for these styles are the same as any single 
tree style.

n The height of each tree should be different. The taller tree 
should also have the thicker trunk.

n The trees should be planted slightly diagonal to create 
depth, do not plant them directly side by side.

n The trunk should divide at or near the soil level.

n Trunks should form a ‘V’ shape, try to avoid crossing 
roots.

n Usually the direction of the trunk and apex should be the 
same with the exception of some cascade styles.

n The trees should harmonize in curve of the trunk as well 
as branch arrangement.

n Branches are trained as if it were a single tree.

n The first branch is shared by both trees. It should ideally 
be on the shorter of the two trees.

n Branches should not be on the same level, or cross one 
another.

n Do not place a branch from the taller tree over the apex 
of the shorter one, in nature the shorter tree would grow 
away from the branch to reach sunlight.

n  The overall outline of a Double trunk or Twin tree should 
form a triangular shape.

BONSAI Basics
Double trunk style – Sokan from a Twin tree – Soju

By Erik Wigert   wigertsbonsai.com

D
Father / Son planting

Twin Tree

Double Trunk 
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fertilizer on my styled trees in bonsai pots. The ones in grow 
pots I do use both organic and synthetic fertilizer because 
I want vigorous growth. Only using organic fertilizer on 
styled trees in bonsai pots allows you to maintain its health 
and not over grow your tree once you have it at the size you 
want. You need to keep your tree healthy not growing out 
like it’s on steroids to beef it up in size, you want to control 
its size by using organic fertilizers. I would also let it grow 
out for a year to recover from the styling stress imposed on 
it. You can slip pot it into a container using similar soil it is 
in now to maintain a potting angle that was established at the 
workshop, it is easier to deal with than leaving it on wooden 
wedge blocks for a year. That can be a big hassle. I look for-
ward to seeing these workshop trees coming back next year 
to show the progress that you’ve made. 
 The heat seems to be upon us. I know watering every 
day is almost here. I’ve been watering every other day but it 
seems that my trees will need water everyday soon, maybe 
even starting this week. Just be mindful of knowing what 
your trees need. My neighbors behind me cut down two 
mature trees after last year’s hurricane, so now my entire 
yard has full sun almost all day. I will have to watch my trees 
to see how they will do. I may have to rearrange some of my 
trees because of this. Pay attention to your microclimates that 
occur in your yard. This year will be a learning experience 
for me with this new full exposure to the sun. I may have to 
put shade cloth up this year. 
 If you plan on doing air layers this year now is the time 
to get ready as the heat is on. Roots like heat, they grow 
faster in warm weather. Get your sphagnum moss and plastic 
wrap ready. Actually I have found press and seal great for air 
layers. It’s easy to apply with one hand and moss in the other. 
I will be starting a number of air layers this week. Keep fer-
tilizing and watching for pests, it’s easier to control them if 
caught early. 
 I look forward to Randy and Dawn’s lecture on flowering 
trees next month. Hope you all will be there to what is sure to 
be an informative lecture by two of our veteran members. 

Dennis Burke 
GNOBS President
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that you not bring in a tree from a workshop done in the 
past year. Some of our more experienced members will 
provide a constructive critique.

Saturday, August 14, 2021
Annual GNOBS Auction
Auction Setup and Donations Accepted – 12 Noon – 
4:00pm
Viewing of trees and other auction items – 4:00pm – 
6:00pm
Auction – 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Get your donations ready! Now is the time to go through 
that overcrowded bench and decide which of your trees 
should go to the auction for a new home. All donations 
contribute to the operating budget of the club. You’ll 
need the space for the fabulous new bonsai that you just 
can’t live without and bring home from the auction. The 
club accepts bonsai, pre-bonsai, nursery stock and rooted 
cuttings (for the bargain table), bonsai pots, books and 
tools and anything else bonsai related. 

Note to Members: With no auction last year, this years 
auction is doubly important to support the club and 
its activities. Please take the time now to cull your 
collection, pot trees to donate, start cuttings and air 
layers and go through your books and pots. Keep an 
eye out at the local nurseries and home improvement 
stores for nursery material that could be donated for 
starter material. As always - your gererosity is deeply 
appreciated by the board and the club as a whole and 
allows us to bring in bonsai masters for demos and 
workshops as well as paying our basic club expenses.


